
Dedication

Dr. Norman Ernest Borlaug,1

the Father of Green Revolution,

is well respected for his contri-

butions to science and society.

There was or is not and never

will be a single person on this

Earth whose single-handed ser-

vice to science could save

millions of people from death

due to starvation over a period

of over four decades like Dr.

Borlaug’s. Even the Nobel Peace

Prize he received in 1970 does

not do such a great and noble

person as Dr. Borlaug justice.

His life and contributions are

well known and will remain in

the pages of history of science.

I wish here only to share some

facets of this elegant and ideal

personality I had been blessed to

observe during my personal inter-

actions with him.

It was early 2007 while I was

at the Clemson University as a

visiting scientist one of my lab

colleagues told me that “some-

body wants to talk to you; he

appears to be an old man”. I took the telephone receiver casually and said hello.

The response from the other side was – “I am Norman Borlaug; am I talking to

Chitta?” Even a million words would be insufficient to define and depict the exact

feelings and thrills I experienced at that moment!

1The photo of Dr. Borlaug was kindly provided by Julie Borlaug (Norman Borlaug Institute for International Agriculture, Texas

A&M Agriculture) the granddaughter of Dr. Borlaug.
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I had seen Dr. Borlaug only once, way back in 1983, when he came to New Delhi,

India to deliver the Coromandal Lecture organized by Prof. M.S. Swaminathan on the

occasion of the 15th International Genetic Congress. However, my real interaction

with him began in 2004 when I had been formulating a 7-volume book series entitled

GenomeMapping andMolecular Breeding in Plants. Initially, I was neither confident
of my ability as a series/book editor nor of the quality of the contents of the book

volumes. I sent an email to Dr. Borlaug attaching the table of contents and the

tentative outline of the chapters alongwith manuscripts of only a few sample chapters,

including one authored by me and others, to learn about his views as a source of

inspiration (or caution!) I was almost sure that a person of his stature would have no

time and purpose to get back to a small science worker like me. To my utter (and

pleasant) surprise I received an email from him that read: “May all Ph.D.’s, future

scientists, and students that are devoted to agriculture get an inspiration as it refers to

your work or future work from the pages of this important book. My wholehearted

wishes for a success on your important job”. I got a shot in my arm (and in mind for

sure)! Rest is a pleasant experience – the seven volumes were published by Springer in

2006 and 2007, and were welcome and liked by students, scientists and their societies,

libraries, and industries. As a token of my humble regards and gratitude, I sent

Dr. Borlaug the Volume I on Cereals and Millets that was published in 2006. And

here started my discovery of the simplest person on Earth who solved the most

complex and critical problem of people on it – hunger and death.

Just one month after receiving the volume, Dr. Borlaug called me one day and

said, “Chitta, you know I cannot read a lot now-a-days, but I have gone through only

on the chapters on wheat, maize and rice. Please excuse me. Other chapters of this

and other volumes of the series will be equally excellent, I believe”. He was highly

excited to know that many other Nobel Laureates including Profs. Arthur Kornberg,

Werner Arber, Phillip Sharp, G€unter Blobel, and Lee Hartwell also expressed

generous comments regarding the utility and impact of the book series on science

and the academic society. While we were discussing many other textbooks and

review book series that I was editing at that time, again in my night hours for the

benefit of students, scientists, and industries, he became emotional and said to me,

“Chitta, forget about your original contributions to basic and applied sciences, you

deserved Nobel Prize for Peace like me for providing academic foods to millions of

starving students and scientists over the world particularly in the developing

countries. I will recommend your name for the World Food Prize, but it will not do

enough justice to the sacrifice you are doing for science and society in your sleepless

nights over so many years. Take some rest Chitta and give time to Phullara, Sourav

and Devleena” (he was so particular to ask about my wife and our kids during most of

our conversations). I felt honored but really very ashamed as I am aware of my

almost insignificant contribution in comparison to his monumental contribution and

thousands of scientists over the world are doing at least hundred-times better jobs

than me as scientist or author/editor of books! So, I was unable to utter any words for

a couple of minutes but realized later that he must been too affectionate to me and his

huge affection is the best award for a small science worker as me!

In another occasion he wanted some documents from me. I told him that I will

send them as attachments in emails. Immediately he shouted and told me:

“You know, Julie (his granddaughter) is not at home now and I cannot check email

myself. Julie does this for me. I can type myself in type writer but I am not good in

computer. You know what, I have a xerox machine and it receives fax also. Send me
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the documents by fax”. Here was the ever-present child in him. Julie emailed me later

to send the documents as attachment to her as the ‘xerox machine’ of Dr. Borlaug ran

out of ink!

Another occasion is when I was talking with him in a low voice, and he immedi-

ately chided me: “You know that I cannot hear well now-a-days; I don’t know where

Julie has kept the hearing apparatus, can’t you speak louder?” Here was the fatherly

figure who was eager to hear each of my words!

I still shed tears when I remember during one of our telephone conversations he

asked: “You know I have never seen you, can you come to Dallas in the near future by

chance?” I remember wewere going through a financial paucity at that time and I could

not make a visit to Dallas (Texas) to see him, though it would have been a great honor.

In late 2007, whenever I tried to talk to Dr. Borlaug, he used to beckon Julie to

bring the telephone to him, and in course of time Julie used to keep alive all the

communications between us when he slowly succumbed to his health problems.

The remaining volumes of the Genome Mapping and Molecular Breeding in

Plants series were published in 2007, and I sent him all the seven volumes. I wished

to learn about his views. During this period he could not speak and write well. Julie

prepared a letter based on his words to her that read: “Dear Chitta, I have reviewed

the seven volumes of the series on Genome Mapping and Molecular Breeding in
Plants, which you have authored. You have brought together genetic linkage maps

based on molecular markers for the most important crop species that will be a

valuable guide and tool to further molecular crop improvements. Congratulations

for a job well done”.

During one of our conversations in mid-2007, he asked me what other book

projects I was planning for Ph.D. students and scientists (who had always been his

all-time beloved folks). I told him that the wealth of wild species already utilized and

to be utilized for genetic analysis and improvement of domesticated crop species

have not been deliberated in any book project. He was very excited and told me to

take up the book project as soon as possible. But during that period I had a huge

commitment to editing a number of book volumes and could not start the series he

was so interested about.

His sudden demise in September 2009 kept me so morose for a number of months

that I could not even communicate my personal loss to Julie. But in the meantime, I

formulated a 10-volume series on Wild Crop Relatives: Genomic and Breeding
Resources for Springer. Andwhomelse to dedicate this series to other thanDr. Borlaug!

I wrote to Julie for her formal permission and she immediately wrote me: “Chitta,

Thank you for contacting me and yes I think my grandfather would be honored with

the dedication of the series. I remember him talking of you and this undertaking quite

often. Congratulations on all that you have accomplished!” This helped me a lot as

I could at least feel consoled that I could do a job he wanted me to do and I will

always remain grateful to Julie for this help and also for taking care of Dr. Borlaug,

not only as his granddaughter but also as the representative of millions of poor people

from around the world and hundreds of plant and agricultural scientists who try to

follow his philosophy and worship him as a father figure.

It is another sad experience of growing older in life that we walk alone and miss

the affectionate shadows, inspirations, encouragements, and blessings from the

fatherly figures in our professional and personal lives. How I wish I could treat my

next generations in the same way as personalities like Mother Teresa and Dr. Norman

Borlaug and many other great people from around the world treated me!
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During most of our conversations he used to emphasize on the immediate impact

of research on the society and its people. A couple of times he even told me that my

works on molecular genetics and biotechnology, particularly of 1980s and 1990s,

have high fundamental importance, but I should also do some works that will benefit

people immediately. This advice elicited a change in my thoughts and workplans and

since then I have been devotedly endeavoring to develop crop varieties enriched with

phytomedicines and nutraceuticals. Borlaug influenced both my personal and pro-

fessional life, particularly my approach to science, and I dedicate this series to him in

remembrance of his great contribution to science and society and for all his personal

affection, love and blessings for me.

I emailed the above draft of the dedication page to Julie for her views and I wish to

complete my humble dedication with great satisfaction with the words of Julie who

served as the living ladder for me to reach and stay closer to such as great human

being as Dr. Borlaug and express my deep regards and gratitude to her. Julie’s email

read: “Chitta, Thank you for sending me the draft dedication page. I really enjoyed

reading it and I think you captured my grandfather’s spirit wonderfully. . .. So thank

you very much for your beautiful words. I know he would be and is honored.”

Clemson, USA Chittaranjan Kole

viii Dedication


